Disease contro

subsequently appeared in Oakley,
Robigus and Solstice in particular
suggest this was a very unwise tactic
to adopt.”

Chris Bean says the disease could
easily be found in certain varieties before
Christmas. “The cold, snowy weather
may have delayed its subsaquent
development but as soon as the weather
picks up, so too will the rust.”

Situation exacerbated

The situation has been exacerbatec
by the fact that over half the winter
wheat sown this season is susceptible
ta yellow rust, he warns. “It's also a
worry that several key varieties have
reduced resistance ratings this year”
(see table on pll).

Using a robust fungicide with strong
activity on rusts and septoria is therefore
“a must”, believes Chris Bean. “Capalo
(epoxiconazole+ fenpropimorph+
metrafenone) would be an excellent
choice since it gives very good coverage
of septoria and the rusts, as well as
eyespot, taking care of the total disease
spectrum at this early timing.”

Moreover, Capalo will give excellent
control of powdery mildew in affected
crops, he adds.

UAP claims to have "strong trials
evidence” that Capalo stacks up well
against other TO materials from a yield
perspective. “For example, it yielded
0.3t"ha more than an Opus (epoxiconazole)
plus chlorothalonil tank-mix, and was
0.7t'ha higher yielding than Cherokes
(chlorothalonil+ cyproconazole+
propiconazole) in our trials.”

Looking at the economics of using
an early spring treatment, Chris Bean
says there's a positive average yield
response from using a TO, even in low
disease years.

“Last season was a low disease year
overall but we still achieved a response
of 0.2-0.9tha from using a TO spray
— even in the absence of yellow rust.”

T0 fungicides will be particularly valuable this
year, according to several leading agronomists.
CPM provides some timely advice.

the level of over-wintered disease inoculum
in crops, taking some of the pressure off
the subsequent T1 spray.”

He believes the TO timing will be
especially important this spring because
of the more aggressive yellow rust races
now detected, and the large area of
wheat which is potentially susceptible

Breakeven point

He calculates a breakeven point of
0.1t/ha for a TO treatment with wheat
at £100/t. “So even in low diseasa
situations, you're still getting twice the
refurn on your investment — and in

ith such a large area of early-
W drilled wheat in the ground
this season — and with a high

proportion of it susceptible to yellow rust
— more crops than ever should be
treated with a TO spray this spring.
That's the warning from Chris Bean,
technical director for UAP. “TO is basically
an insurance spray which helps reduce
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to the disease,

“Last year's dry spring convinced
some growers that TO applications were
an input they could afford to do without,
with T1s scaled back as well in many
cases. But the levels of yellow rust which

the higher disease situations, it should
be eight or nine times that.

“It's therefore well worth using —
particularly this year with potentially
much higher disease pressure.”

Chris Bean notes an average TO yield »







