THE SOUTH EAST AS A WINE PRODUCING REGION

Rising to the
challenges

These are both exciting and
optimistic times to be involved
in UK vine crop production,
writes Julian Searle, an agron-
omist specialising in vines
for distributor and advisory
company LIAP.

The industry in this country
is serious about its future,
which has been demonstrated
by the overall expansion of
the crop in recent years. We
now have some vineyards of
100 hectares or more, which is
a serious level of production,
and the growth in demand for
sparkling wines in particular
is VEery encouraging.

With close to 1000 hectares of
vines currently in production
and more hectares being estab-
lished, wine grapes is still only
considerad a minor crop in rela-
tion to most of the arable crops
and vegetable crops grown in
tha UK.
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As a minor crop, this means
that the UK vine grower has
some significant challenges
particularly with regard to crop
protection products and espe-
cially compared to his cousins
in mainland Europe whers the
crop is a major one and there-
fore much better supplied in
terms of having the right tools
for the job.

Owver the last few vears, the
European agricultural industry
has lost access to some sig
nificant crop protection prod-
ucts i!l]iz'! in some cases to con-
cerns over safety, but in many
instances due to manufacturers
of these products being unable
to justify the demands for new
data on products for which the
cost of generating the infor-
mation is not balanced by the
amount likely to be sold. New
legislation as part of the The-
matic Review is unlikely to
make life any easier for pro-
ducers of either major or minor
crops so at present we are
engaged in a continuing battle
to keep a suitable armoury of
activa ingredients available for
growers. In addition, because of
the vast costs associated with
bringing new actives to market,
manufacturers are developing
less new chemistry for minor
CIOPS.

The fact that the Horticultural
Development Council (HDC)
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spends some 50% of its budget
trying to develop data to satisfy
the UK registration authority
(the Chemicals Regulation
Directorate] and identify new
potential options for its levy

pavers, goes to show the scale
of the task we are all facing. By
contrast, the grape industry is
very much on its own. Industry
organisations and advisers
work together to achieve such

registrations through the spe-
cific off-label approvals (SOLA)
process which accesses neces-
sary data with regard to envi-
ronmental, operator and con-
sumer safety but leaves the
user to carry the cost should
there be any negative impact on
his crop.

However there is a glimmer of
hope for the UK grape industry.
Within the previous European
pesticide legislation (Directive
91/414) there was a provision
termed as mutual recognition
whereby an active approved in
one country would be deemed
safe for use in another member
state as long as the local
authority was satisfied with
the data provided. This has
not worked well owing to some
of the geographies involved
However mutual recognition is
included within the thematic
review and owing to lightes
geographic definitions may he
more usable once the legisla-
tion comes into force (late 2011
and creates a slightly more
level playing field particularls
for minor crop industries such
as vines.
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