+ Flat Scarlet Mite 4+

‘New’ mite apple pest can cut

Class 1 gradeout

writes Brian Lovelidge

n apple pest scarcely
noticeable in orchards
ince the 1950s,

when it inflicted significant
fruit russeting, is staging a
comeback on many farms
causing severe economic
losses in some cases. The
frouble is that growers are
not always aware of flat
scarlet mite's presence and
s0 it can build up to
darmaging levels before they
can combat it.

Even if growers had
redlised that the pest's
numbers had escalated,
howsaver, they were unable to
control it unless they were
prepared to apply a
pyrathroid which eliminated
beneficials like ‘typhs' as a
result.

Fortunately this problam
can now be avoided thanks
to the recent introduction of
the new miticide Envidor that
is both harmless to
beneficials and has very good
activity against the pest.
Furthermare, it has the
advantage of controlling rust

Calyx end russeting caused by the flat scarlet mite,
resulting in downgrading (a David Skittrall picture).

mite, red spider mite and
mussal scale as well, Many
advisers who have used
Ervidor successfully on pears
against sucker have noted its
excallent control of pear rust
mite too, claims Peter
Mewmman, Bayer
CropScience's horticultural
specialist.

He points out that the least
mature stages of these pests
arg the most susceptible to
the product. He explains that
it's a member of the novel
ketoenol chemical group. Its
active ingredient spirodiclofen
works by inhibiting lipid
bigsynthesis, and it binds
with the leaf wax, ensuring
the good rainfastness so
important for effective,
prolonged pest control.

Flat scarlet mite is now
prevalent in all apple growing
areas, with East Anglia and
the West Midlands being
worst affected than the South
East according to David
Skittrall, & UAP top fruit
adviser. He blames the loss
of many broad spectrum
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EMR research team leader Professor Jerry Cross. Flat

scarlet mite can build up very guickly, he says.

insecticides that were able to
control the pest for its revival,
and the fact that chlorpyrifos
has no activity against it, and
Masai and Sequel are not
much bettar,

EMR research team leader
Professor Jerry Cross says
that the pest produces
several generations a year
and s0, unless its first
generation is well controllad,
it can build up to high
numbers vary quickly. He
affirms that Envidor is “very
effective” against it and so
one well timed spray will
knock it out. “If you see the
bright red mite on the bark
earty on you can expect it to
be a problem but it's best to
wait until April or May to
spray,” he advises.

He explains that the mite
mates in August and
September and then the
males die. The fertifised
famales overwinter an the
bark and become active in
the spring initially laying eggs
on the bark, then on the
undersides of the leaves
alongside the main veins and
later on the flower and fruitlet

calyxes. Its generation time is
about a month.

“Moast of the mites I've
seen have been around the
calyx [of the fruitlets] where
they make a nasty russeted
pattern, but it also feeds on
the leaves, causing yellow
patches," says Professor
Cross. " know that it's
become more common over
the past few years because
I've started to see this
russeting on two or three of
the Cox entries when judging
at the MNational Fruit Show.
"The mite has always beean
around somewhere in very
low numbers because it's
commaon on lots of different
Rosaceous subjects,” he
adds. "It can live on pears as
well, although I've never seen
it on them."

David Skittrall finds that
Cox is the worst affected
varigty, atthough he has also
seen the calyx russeting
symptoms on Brasburn, He
didn't use Envidor against the
pest last season but certainly
intends to this year, in view of
Bayer's good results with the
product in trials and the fact
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