gh Symington

ccording to UAP
agronomist Mike
eatherland, Dizmaona-
moth in particular is now 2
serious problemn for vegetable
rowers throughout the UK
trops such as summer cabbage
at rely heavily on visual
entation can be writien off
pletely in severe infesiations
symptoms being commoniy
ribed as ‘locking like they
‘have been shot at’.

“The Diamond-back moth is
an increasingly significant pest
o control in cabbage,
gauliflower, broccoli and
sprouts,” he says. “The female
lays its eggs all over the plant,
often on the underside of
leaves, and not in clusters like
some other Lepidopteran
eaterpillars such as the large
white butterfly, making them
very difficult to see and difficult
io reach with contact sprays.

“It is also a migratory pest,
which means it can arrive
suddenly in large numbers on
southerly winds and spread

from crop to crop very easily, so
even if you are doing a good
job of controlling it, but your
neighbour is not, then the
problem remains.

“The moth’s breeding oycle is
very short, typically between 10-
14 days in hot weather, which is

. 2n added problem because
| current pyrethroids only give

control for a few days. This
makes it very difficult to break
the moth's breeding cyde.
Pyrethroids may also harm
bensfidal insects such as
parasitic wasps, lacewings and
Iadybirds which are needed for
an integrated pest management
programme.”

The infroduction of a longer
acting and pest specific
pasticide called Steward
{indoxacarb) provides a much
needed boost to controlling the
Dizmond-back moth and other
Lepidopteran caterpillars, he
says.

Steward provides protectant
activity and is translaminar,

\SSICA PEST CONTROL -

EW CATERPILLAR INSECTICIDE

A serious attack from diamond back moth caterpillars in
2009 gave agronomists an opportunity to explore new
chemistry, combined with early detection and a targeted
approach to achieve control levels not obtained
previously with pyrethroid insecticides.

chewing the underside of leaves
will pick it up. UAP recommend
applying the chemical at a rate
of B5g/ha in at least 2001/ha
| water. Up to three applications
{ can be made per crop with the
latest timing for the last
application on the label being
one day before harvest.

“Steward is essentially a
stomach acting chemical that
relies on being ingested by the
caterpillar. The active ingredient
only reacts with some pests,
which makes it safe for most
beneficials, giving it a very good
environmeantal profile,” says Mr
Leatherland.

“Longer persistancy means
Steward remains active far mare
| of the life cycle of the Diamond-

back moth. This is essential an
|large farms where it might be
impractical to expect to treat all
crops frequently in order to
achieve adequate control,” he
SaYs.

“Treatment with Steward must
start as s00n as you see pest

| activity in the crop and then

again at B-14 day intervals up
to three times, leaving a
pyrethroid application, if
needed, for the end of the

| growing period.”

Lincolnshire-based vegetable
grower and packer M Baker
Produce grow cabbage,
cauliflower and brussels sprouts
tor Premier Vegetables who
supply Tesco. Farm manager
Mark Skipworth says that all






