FUNGICIDES?

DON’T TAKE

ANY CHANCES
WITH BLIGHT

New disease strains mean that growers
need to apply effective products through
the life of the crop. ‘The long and short of
it is that we’re looking at more aggressive

blight which is able to develop in cooler

conditions with a shorter latent period,’
warns potato specialist Peter Jones

opulation studies have indi-
cated that the A2-Bluel3
and A1-Pink6 mating lypes
now constitute over 90% of
GB blight populations. The assump-
tion is that this combination increas-
es the risk of oospore production. All
in all, says Masstock adviser Peter
Jones, blight control is now more of
a challenge. Mike Forshaw of
County Crops agrees though he
says growers in the north-west have
always had to deal with heavy dis-
ease pressure, even without the
increased aggressiveness.

‘There are few label changes for
blight products this year, maybe one
or two minor amendments, so large-
ly it is business as usual. Key mes-
sages are to make sure you start
early enough, keep spray intervals
tight and choose the best product for
the right crop stages,” he advises,

Mr Forshaw observes that al-
though everyone seems to be talking
about Afternaria, or early blight, it is
not the main problem, certainly not
on most varieties nor in most areas.

‘But if you have had a problem in
the past or are growing susceptible
varieties such as Markies, Saturna
or Estima, amongst others, then a
product with Alternaria activity such
as Prompto [fenamidone + prop-
amocarb] or Tanos [cymoxanil +
famoxadone] used early in the pro-
gramme can pay dividends.'

Peter Jones thinks growers should
look out for Alfernaria, and not just
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on the susceptible varieties. ‘Early
blight has increased because of the
weather and possibly because of the
decline in the overall use of mancoz-
eb. Mancozeb has good activity on
Alternaria and this is a good reason
to incorporate products with man-
cozeb back into your programme to
cover both diseases.'

However he agrees with other
experts that it is late blight that must
drive the programme, with Alternaria
being secondary. He advises grow-
ers to get protection on early, at the

Some say Alternaria risk is being
exaggerated and protecting crops
from late blight is still the priority.
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roselle stage and start with a prod-
uct such as Tanos which has activity
on both diseases.

‘At this stage seed-borne blight
spores need to be controlled,” he
says. ‘Unfortunately not all seed is
blight-free and protection is needed
right from the start. For this reason
too, growers need to prevent any
blight on dumps or volunteers.'

Mr Jones doesn't see a place for
phenylamides any more, but consid-
ers propamocarb-containing prod-
ucts to be helpful at this early stage,

Potato specialist Barrie Florendine
reckons the threat of Alternaria in the
UK has been rather hyped up.

‘| used to see quite a bit of early
blight years ago on Wilja, and it has
certainly got worse in the last two to
three years, particularly in Markies
and to a lesser extent on Saturna,’
he observes. ‘If the variely you are
growing is susceptible to Alternaria,
then make an addition to the late
blight programme. This might well be
a mancozeb-containing product.’

Mr Florendine advises that if
straight mancozeb is used, a dose of
at least 1500 grams a.i'ha per appli-
cation is needed for early blight con-
trol. On the EuroBlight assessments
mancozeb has a two star rating for
this disease on a three star system.

Other options suggested for con-
trol of both early and late blight are
Concento/Prompto (fenamidone +
propamecarb), which has a two and
half star rating for Alternaria, Valbon







