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+ Storage Rots +

Don't let stérage rots erode

your prOﬂtS writes Brian Lovelidge

rguably storage rots
are apple and pear
rowers' most

expensive problem,
accounting for an average of
3% losses and, in some
cases, a lot more. Yet they
are largely preventable, with
good attention to orchard
and picking hygiene and the
right spray treatment.

EMR plant pathologist, Dr
Angela Berrig, who monitors
storage rots in fruit going over
the graders in seven Kent
packhouses, advocates
growers categorising orchards
for rot risk, so that they can
concentrate their preventative
measures where they are
mast needed. This season
brown rot has predominated,
although “MNectria canker is
always there®. "The trouble is
that growers don't poke about
in their bins for rots as they
should do....you can get a lot
of usaful information from
doing this,” she maintains.
“Many growers don't seem to
recognise brown rot, but if
they can discover how it got
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into their fruit they can do a
lot to prevant it.”

UAP's senior fruit
agronomist Colin Bird affirms
that brown rot has been this
season’s main rot problem
with losses as high as 15% .
Prevention should start with
the removal of mummified fruit
in the winter and then, ideally,
pulverising it along with the
prunings. Similarly, active
cankers should be cut out in
the winter and, if possible, the
infected material burmt
because that is the source of
inoculum that infects the
blossom.

Apart from good orchard
hygiene, growers can do a lot
to prevent or reduce the
spread of rot infection at other
limes, he says. For example,
they can ensure that bins are
perfectly clean before use,
The same applies to picking
gear and even the hands of
pickers, who can also help by
ensuring that they avoid
putting leaves and bruts in the
bins.

Chemical control of canker

storage rot this season.

is also very important,
stresses Bird. He
recommends starting the
spraying season just pre bud
break with copper, followed
by a programme of anti-
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Brown rot, seen here on Cox, was the
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predominant

sporulants like Dithianon.
Then, for the flowering period
he is a strong advocate of
Bellis, a preventative and
systemic mixture combining
boscalid with the powerful
strobilurin pyraclostrobin,
that's also affective against
botrytis. “Bellis is being used
by more and more growers
during flowering because it's
such a flexible product and it's
timing means that it leaves no
residue," he says. "It provides
protection for a good two
weeks after application and
it's comforting to know that
there’s a product in our
armoury that's safe, effective
and long-lasting.”

If the weather is wet during
flowering he considers that
two doses of Bellis are
necessary, particularly if
temperatures are low enough
to extend open flower to as
long as four weeks. Two
doses are alzo required in the
event of frost damage,
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