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Many oilseed rape growers who ran into problems
with their autumn fungicide treatments will want
to get their flowering applications nailed — but
they’ll have to act fast.

pay dividends in late OSR disease

outbreaks is all very well but it's control programmes this season.
still easy to get caught out.’ Poor weather played havoc with late
autumn fungicide applications, and
crops sprayed since then might still
be harbouring potentially damaging
disease levels as bigger lesions from
well established infections bounce back.

Any fine tuning will need to be done
soon — espacially in crops with good
yield potential. That's because late season
disease control in OSR has become
nextricably linked with growth regulation,
where two-spray programmes — starfing
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at the green-to-yellow bud timing — are
increasingly becoming the norm.

Indeed, Will Foss, eastern region
technical adviser for UAP, likens that
bud spray to the T2 timing in wheat in
terms of its importance, with ADAS work
consistently showing benefits of 0.25tha
or more.

Extra yield

And in UAP's own trials in 2006 — a bad
year for lodging — a treatment of Juventus
{metconazole) returned a massive 1.5tha
of the extra yield delivered by the fungicide
programme overall (75% of the overall
yield benefit).

Metconazale should therefore be the
preferred active ingredient at this timing,
with the desired PGR effect determining
the application rate, he says. "At £14-28Mha,
the potential margin-over-input-cost retum
i5 huge.

“And with rape around £250/t, you
need just over 0.1%ha fo cover the cost
of a full rate treatment (i.e. 0.8 ltha).”

This late green bud/early yellow bud
spray consistently delivers a good
response — and sometimes a massive
one — provided crops aren't too small,
says Will Foss. “In ADAS trials, any crop
with a GAl of 0.8 or higher in mid-March
responded positively.”

While much of that is due to the PGR
and rooting benefits of the metconazole,
the spray does play an important role
in disease control too — despite its
earliness, he explains.

“It coats the plant with fungicide
and protects against early petal fall
infection. But scleratinia control requires
a minimum of a two-spray fungicide
programme, starting with this earlier
treatment and followed by a true
flowering spray.”

Late diseases
AP trials have shown the greenfyelow
bud fungicide can pravide 50-60%
control of sclerotinia — helping to protect
against other important late diseases
too, he says. “Sclerctinia is probably
uppermost in the majority of growers
minds — it's very visual and has a
massive effect on yield in bad years.
“But pod and leaf spotting and botrytis
can be big problems in some seasons,
with late phoma also becoming more
common. This type of phoma doesnt
lzad to stem canker — it's more of a
spring and summer disease — but it
slill causes lesions on stems and pods,
and it can get into the seed.”" »







