CROP PROTECTION ‘

by Joe Johnson

The need for growers to satisfy supermarket demands for
produce containing the least possible amounts of
pesticide residues has prompted Bayer CropScience to
proactively address this issue. With their ongoing
MiniMizer initiative they are determining the rate at
which their widely used fungicide Nativo 75WG degrades
on brassicas under different weather conditions.
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Bayer's Food Industry Manager Stephen Humphreys.
Results of his company's MiniMizer initiative are very
encouraging, he says.
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best practice whilest ensuring
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So far the project has shown
that in most cases residues of
Nativa's two components, [
trifloxystrobin and
tebuconazole, on the final
sprayed crop sampling date
were either below or around
the LoD

The trouble is that LoDs are
being moved lower and lower
by the Pesticide Residue
Committee as analysis
equipment becomes more
sophisticated. For example,
when Nativo was being
developed a few years ago the
LoD for tebuconazole was 0.05
mg/kg but it has now been
reduced to 0.01 mg/kg or
1ppb, more or less equivalent
to one drop of water in an
Olympic swimming pool,
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