What lessons should be learned from last year's
disastrous autumn for OSR establishment?

‘You can almost guarantee that

you'll get phoma, which may need
spraying up to three times.’

ough conditions tested rape
T establishment systems to breaking
point last autumn. So what lessons
can growers learn?

Tailoring the technigue to the conditions,

rather than staying wedded to one
approach, is probably key, believe
agronomists, Moreover, giving herbicides
a fighting chance and making the best
use of autumn nitrogen are hugely
important too.

“The value of good seedbeds was
amply demonstrated last autumn —
riat only throwgh the widespread
establishment difficulties whers seedbeds
were inadequate, but by the results from
last summer's harvest too,” says ProCam
technical director, Dr David Ellerton,

CPM finds out.

“Our 4cast crop recording survey,
spanning 40,000ha of winter OSR,
showed crops drilled into ploughed
seedbeds yielded 4t+/ha on average,
compared with around 3.3t"ha from
till-seeding, 3.2tha from min-tilling and
just 2.4t'ha from broadcasting — and
that was from crops established in easier
conditions in autumn 2007" (see graph
on pl8).

*So it'll be extremely interesting to
assess how crops mauled into awful
seedbeds last autumn performed
this harvest.”

Too many OSR growers focus on the
time and cost-savings resulting from
reduced or no-till establishment without
realising how much yield can be lost when
the soil conditions are poor, he believes.

“We've seen all of the technigues
working well, with some very good results
from both min-till and till-seeding — and
even some disappointing resulis where
ploughing has produced a poor seedbed,”
continues David Ellerton. “Min-till and
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till-seeding can work particularty well

on lighter soils — especially when it's
relatively dry since moisture is consenved
so effectively.”

But the technigue must match the
conditions on the day, he insists. "If you
don't do that and persist with a min-till
ar till-seeding technigue in the wrong
conditions, things can become very
difficult — with rape emerging from .{
different depths over a prolonged period
of time, severely restricting the pre-em
herticide options.”

Shared views A
David Ellerton’s views are shared 3
by Richard Overthrow of TAG: "There
are big differences between different
cultivation methods, so growers really
mustn’t pursue a single, blanket approach.
If they don't adapt fo the conditions, they
may end up having to re-drill up o thres
times — as some did last autumn.”
David Ellerton believes not all min-til
systemns are equal. “There are huge
differances, with some machines
achieving quite an even depth of drilling
— and others not — with problems where
crops were muddled into inadequate
seedbeds last autumn clearly highlighting
the risks.
“These crops never really recovered,
and where a pre-emergence herbicide had
been applied, farmers found that they'd »







