| Disease contml

Oilseed rape crops were hammered by the worst
ever sclerotinia attacks in 2007 and 2008.
CPM finds out how growers can prevent

a repeat occurrence this year.

he past two years saw UK oiss=d
rape sufier the worst sclerpiinia
epidermics ever, with some
osing 2tha as up 10 eight wesks
pressure siretched fun
“With an average of 6.2% of ;
infected across the country lasf year,
and 5.7% the year before, these were
the worst years we've ever expensnce
for sclerolinia,” says ADAS disease
expert, Or Peter Gladders (also se=
www cropmonionco.uk).
Infected plants lost around half their
yield, wiping 3% from the UK's total OSR
output, and some farms saw up fo

o 80%
infection — even where fungicides wers
used — which slashed the ,‘:c.d from 4tha
to less than 2tha. “l saw fields that had
bzen sprayed which looked like they
hadn’t been treated at all.”

Data from ProCam’s 4Cast crop

monitoring scheme highlights the difficulties
growers faced. "There was very little fo
choose between the fungicide spend

or the "L-.mt;er ~;J'Juca'=u:r"~1 used on
the top 25% of crops and the botiom
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Hoge burden

Those two epidemic years refurned a huge
burden of sclerctia to fields, so 2009 is

set to be a high pressure vear — almaost
irrespective of the weather, he warms,
“Growers know this and are alraacly
thinking in terms of using a two-spray
programme this season — particularly
where they suffered last year.”

Sclerotinia has now spread far beyond
its traditional ‘hot spoks’ of south-sast and
south-west England and the West Midlands,
“We had serious infections in Essex, Heris,
the Thames Valley and Herefordshire in
2007, and last year, it moved into East
Angha, Lincs and Yorkshire

“We even had swingeing attacks an
virgin rape ground in Yorks, so growers
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Can Now expect Ser

'E-,_ﬁ_ﬂ ing the
g wel wealher
1] ns arrived in Apn
2 SI-Week :I'"w spall beforehand.
multiple infection periods
late May and early June
t weather coincided with an
period. Fungicides
mid-April ran cut of steam,
g in significant sclerotinia on lateral
nches. Only where sprays in April
ere J--UﬂL‘d by & second treatment in
m!d May was infection suppressed.
With this year's hugely variable crops,
the worry is that 2009 will be a repeat
of 2008. “Yet two sprays aren't always
necessary,” believes Peter Gladders,
“The key is to monitor for the conditions
conducive to infection. »
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