BusinessVegetables

NEW VARIETIES AT AUTUMN
VEGETABLE OPEN DAYS

Breeding programmes and weed control trials showcased, reports Jo Palmer

B 0EVELOPMENT

Anyone who is anyone in the world of vegeta-
bles made their way to Lincolnshire recently for
the Autumn Vegetable Open Days when the top
seed houses demonstrated their new varieties
and management techniques,

Marlket leader in carrots, onions and red beet
and making progress in brassicas, parsnips and
other crops, Elsoms Seeds started its series of
open days with the appointment of a new man-
aging director, Robin Wood.

Mr Wood has been vegetable seeds director
for the past four years and deputy managing
director for a year.

He described Elsoms as an independent
company that has been supplying UK growers
with quality seed for more than 100 years.

“WWe want to build on the company’s success
to date, working with partners such as Bejo
Zaden, Florimond Desprez and others to give
customers the best range and service possible.
We're dedicated to trialling our products across
the UK to ensure growers get the very best
variety to meet their specific needs,” he said.

DEPTH AND BREADTH

At the open days, Elsoms demonstrated the
depth and breadth of its vegetable breeding
programme, with new variety trials for cauli-
flower, cabbage [red, white and Savoy), beet-
root, chard leeks, herbs salads, salad onions and
spinach.

On the trials ground were three new white
cabbages, three new cauliflowers, two new
sprouting broccoli, one new Brussels sprout,
three onion varieties, two salad onions, three
leeks, two radicchio, three carrots, three
parsnips, one parsley, two red beet, four Swiss
chard and two spinach varieties.

Colin Clark of Elsoms explained that the
objective of its breeding programme is to pro-
duce crops of the right size, shape and appear-

ance that yield well and have good disease and
pest resistance.

“For example, in brassicas we are looking at
ways of introducing Xanthomonas and white
blister resistance. Hybridisation has helped us
to move forward in leaps and bounds over the
past few years”

As an example, he reported that the new
summer and autumn leek variety, Jumper F1
and the new blue-green antumn variety Surfer
F1 are less susceptible to thrips and Surfer F1
has good tolerance to rusts and Phytophora,

“Similarly, in parsnips, along with breeding
targets of quality, vield, uniformity, harvest
extension and taste, we're looking to improve
traits such as disease resistance and this rigor-
ous disease programme is starting to pay off.

“It can take up to 15 years to produce a new
parsnip variety. To speed this up, Elsoms has
started a two-year Knowledge Transfer Part-
nership with Warwick HEI to bring in new
DNA marker techniques. Under this partner-
ship Elsoms has employed Luke Bell to carry
out this advanced work,” said Mr Clarl.

Elsoms has increased the seed production
area for parsnips to 30ha. It has also increased
its influence in this crop with three successful
varieties; Panache, its first F1 hybrid used for
pre-pack, Palace, its main variety with excellent
pack-out yield, and Polar which is suited to
early harvest. The two new parsnips, Picador
and Pinnacle, both of which show good vigour
for early establishment, were on view for all
those interested.

The company is also committed to produc-
ing seed for baby vegetables, including baby
celeriac, fennel, cauliflower, cabbage, swede,
leek and Kohl Rabi,

“By developing a range of baby vegetables,
we're responding directly to market needs, as
there are more and more singleton households

who want the variety of vegetables but in small
portions,” commented Mr Clark.

TASTE AND QUALITY

“We produce a good range of baby vegetables
that have all the excellent taste and quality that
the market demands,” he added.

To provide better crop production informa-
tion, trials on planting dates and density for
baby vegetable production were shown, as well
as weed control in brassicas.

The national distributor, UAF, investigated
alternative herbicide treatments in brassicas.
Dan Hayes of UAP explained that, as with
many minor crops, the range of herbicides
available to brassica growers had declined in
recent years and there is a need to reassess
future options.

“In the past few years we've lost trifluralin,
propachlor, Croptex 5Steel (sodium mono-
chloroacetate) and cyanazine, so we're left with
fewer aptions to work with,” said Mr Hayes.

“Mat only do growers have fewer options, bul
they also need to learn to use them differently.

“The development work we're doing in
cabbages and Brussels sprouts looks at four
existing active ingredients — pendimethalin
[Stomp), which was applied pre-planting, and
metazachlor (Butisan), chlorthal dimethyl
[Dracthal) and clomazone {Gamit), which were
applied post-planting on 4th June,

“The main weed species are redshank, may-
weed, fat-hen, shepherds-purse, chiclweed and
groundsel”

The independent breeding company Rijk-
Zwann was featuring details on the new
pendimethalin formulation, Stomp Aqua, at its
open day. This new encapsulated pendimethalin
15 seen as a breakthrough in formulation tech-
nology. It has no odour, produces much less
staining and offers easier and faster washing of







